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Behind the scenes: The timeline of the world’s
leading digital government conference.

We register FWD50.com!

November 1-3 2017 First FWD50 event welcomes
800 attendees and 104
speakers.

November 7-9, 2018 1,600 participants travel to
Canada from around the world
as the conference doubles in
size, radically updating its
unique formats.

July, 2019 Creation of the Regional
Digital Government Summit
to bring together provinces,
states, territories, and
municipalities.

November 5-7, 2019 2,200 attendees, including
municipal, provincial, state,
and territorial Digital Officers,
attend FWD50 as the event
adds a second venue.

January, 2020 News of a global Pandemic
puts the world on hold. Event
organizers rush to understand
the new normal.

March 18, 2020 FWD50 announces a hybrid
model for speakers, sponsors,
and attendees, with plans to
revisit it in August.

March 24, 2020 The FWD50 team launches the
deepest research into online
events we’re aware of. Over 3
months, we look at 215 tech
platforms and interview over
30 tech solutions' CEOs.

May 8, 2020 We run a series of free virtual
event to share what we’ve
learned. 867 people register
for the first one.

May 20, 2020 Embrase, the team behind
FWD50, turns another
conference they run
(Scaletech, with Georgian
Partners) into an AI product
management series for 2020.

June, 2020 Startupfest, Canada's original
startup event (also produced
by Embrase) announces a new
hybrid model with a ”studio
audience“, breaking new
ground with a team of event
partners.

July 15-17, 2020 Startupfest redefines what’s
possible online, introducing
thousands of virtual attendees
and a studio audience to
pitches, interviews, and even a
live gameshow.

July 6, 2020 In partnership with the
Canada School of Public
Service’s Digital Academy,
FWD50 launches the
FWDThinking video series on
YouTube and Busrides.ca.

August, 2020 FWD50 announces a week-long virtual format, building on what
we’ve learned and partnering with many of digital governments’
leading organizations.

From November 3 to 9, we’ll welcome the Digital Nations and
regional governments to workshops, keynotes, networking, and
collaboration built on everything we’ve learned this year.

May, 2018 FWD50 launches the
Circlesquare interactive
format.

February, 2018 Canada joins the Digital
Nations.


